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October 7, 2002

MEMORANDUM

TO: William G. Ross Jr., Secretary
North Carolina Department of Environment and Natura Resources

FROM: Leah M. Devlin, DDS, MPH, State Hedlth Director
North Carolina Department of Hedlth and Human Services

SUBJECT:  Adoption of Acceptable Ambient Levels (AALS) Recommended by the Secretary’s
Scientific Advisory Board (SAB)

This memo iswritten to request that the Department of Environment and Natural Resources act on
the recommendations of the NC Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) to implement improved hedth
protective standards for 20 air toxics.

Since 1990 the NC Scientific Advisory Board (SAB) has made recommendations to change or
establish 24 hedth protective ambient levels (AALS) for air toxics (see attachment). Of these 24
recommended changes, only four AALS have been approved.

We recogni ze that the delays in implementation have occurred for a number of reasons including
DENR' s request that the SAB provide arange for these AALS, as well asthe need to determineif
industry costs to comply would trigger statutory mandated cost analysis. However, as aresult of
these delays, North Carolina citizens may be exposed to air contaminants above recommended
hedlth protective levels.

As an example, digperson modeding conducted by the Divison of Air Qudity a aliquid asphdt
digtribution termina in Rowan County predicted hydrogen sulfide concentrations below the current
1-hour AAL of 2,100 ug/n? but well above the new SAB recommendation of 56/ug/nT. Exposure
to the hydrogen sulfide concentrations at levels reported outside the property lineis associated with
anincreased risk of bronchid condriction in asthmatics.
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We are requesting that the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) adopt the
AALsrecommended by the SAB as soon as possible. Because of the contamination levd &t the
Rowan County ste, we are further recommending that first priority be given to adopting the 24-
hour hydrogen sulfide AAL of 33/ug/nt and 1-hour AAL of 56 ug/n.

We want to offer any assistance that we might be able to provide to you or the Scientific Advisory
Board in thisregard. If we can be of assstance please contact Dr. Luanne Williams a 715-6429,
Dr. Steve Cline at 715-6733 or Dr. Lesh Devlin at 715-4177.

Thank you.

cC: Carmen Hooker Odom, Secretary, Department of Health and Human Services
James Berngtein, Assstant Secretary, Department of Hedlth and Human Services
Steve Cline, DDS, MPH, Section Chief, Epidemiology Section
Bill Pate, Acting Branch Head, Occupationa and Environmenta Epidemiology Branch
Luanne Williams, Occupationa and Environmenta Epidemiology Branch
ChrisHoke, Chief, Office of Legd and Regulatory Affairs

Location: 1330 . Mary's Sreet - Raleigh, N.C. 27605
EveryWhere. EveryDay. EveryBody. An Equal Opportunity / Affirmative Action Employer

s



